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SAINTS INTEREST: in "GOD: their Chieteſt 
JAE 5 2th SUpPREtan times of greateſt Straits. 


Ear Brethren, and fellow Companions of the Kingdom 
4 cob God; This is the day of Farobs Frouble, of Toſephs 
FBI Affliction,of Zion: Traals, . and: of the Calanuties. * 
Fe whole 1[rael of. God ; "And I find that the Peg 
SIS of God in general,are very prone and incident to 
NE down,and] Diſquieted ; And I find that it is the De- 
ſign.of God that his People ſhould be. 'Comfon ed; Conſolated,, and - 
Refreſhed. Therefore in order thereunto, T hall offer ſomething 
thatmay anſyerthe End and Defign of God ; Andthe. Portion 5 
the Word of God, which 1 intend to;make the Ground of my  Diſ- 


courſe, for my own and others Edification, is Recorded in that PIER 


cious Scripture, -  . 
Ty 3«145.and the laſt part-of Ver, I, And Caſts lin 
i FAM THAT I AM: Say:nmtothen, 1 4 $45:264 
«\thet::- This 16, my Narwe __ Ever , and my Ars unto all. 
 Geterarions, ; 
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4 Sutable Comforts for Suffering Saints.” 
- Inorder to theſe Wojds, we may *confidery, ye things: 


*x, The Author of theſe Words:”. © 4 2. th As 
Ty ; Bhs Peſog roarhgn Het oe 8 fa T— 


. The Occaſion why they were 
pores 


"fo rthe Firſt, The Moe! Pri 
the Diſpoſer, of all things, the Ji 


of kings, and Lordof lords ; and therefore. jp Ag: em 3 
neſs and Worthineſs of Him that ſpeaks, we ſhould have the higher - 


eſteem, and give the more diltgent heed to what he ſaith, 
; 2. The-Perſop to whom theſe Words wgre fpoken; and that-was 
Moſes; of whom, Three things are,migh ty Remarkableand Con- N 


fiderable. 
Firſt, His Love to God, in that he forſook all earthly Pleaſkres 


and Delights, and Choſe rathdr i0 fuſfer Afton oe the Phople of 


God. Ah) there be few. that take og Powe Choi ſe Goode 
n Riches, 
fd rather 


neſs more than Greatneſs, eſteem 


and count Godlineſs more Gan 
Thi 

Ws Another wing Confiderable' in TROY was his is Meek. 
neſs ; which is much commended in him, Numb, 12,"3, Now the 


man Moſes WA, very Meek. above all the men that were ”n Dis | 
fir  and'r is 


this is-a_Chnift-hke $ it, a Mild Gentle Spiti 
Gare are © of A a Froward, Peri 


18a Sh that 
je yas not! onel E 


on the E, 
H fn <— <p IOY Poſes wes his Fanhfaln fotGo: 


See how it is ſpoken to- his Praiſe, Numb, 12,7, Ren: with: . 


Heb. 3.2 
.,To 


e 


frch, Þ but very flick, and that above then men 


his Faithſwlneſs you have Three things;” 
- Eirf no Faithful to dechare to ths Prople' the whole wY of 


Goa, as God Hmihunicaredi it to him ;- Now when God: teok bim 


up'into-the Monnt, he might have taken liberty tohave variedi(and 


no body have queſtioned hi m either to have added or to have di- . 
| miniſhed. 
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MEET "Sutable Coniforts for Suffermg Saints. F 
miniſhed, to what God had left in charge with him, nohe doth not, 
but is Fa:thfwl to that Truſt delivered to him, - © 

Secondly, He was Faithful: 1' doing what God Commanded from 
hims, in performing Gods Requirements to-him, Exod. x1. 26..and 
therefore when he tells Pharaoh, That God would have:tht Children 
of Iſrael and all they had, go up with them to Worſhip; Pharaoh was not 
willing that their Cattel and Flocks ſhould go : Nay, ſaith Moſes, 
We muſt not leave 4 hoof behind. So Faithful was he for God, that not 
4tittle of the Service of God , muſt be omited or left undone. - . 

Thirdly, His Faithfulneſs to God appeared,tn that he cloſely follow- 
ed and ſerved the Lord even to hs laſt day;He perſevered to the laſtzin 
a full and faithful following of the Lord, and therefore the Lord 
ys this praiſe and commendation on Moſes, He was faithful in 

Thus much hall ſuffice as, touching-the Perſon, to-whom the 


; Words were ſpoken,” Now I come tothe Third thing, the Occalion, 


Why the Words of my Text were. ſpoken ? And in that we ſhall 
conlider many things very Remarkable. TO 7 
Firſt, Meſes goes'to tend. upon his Father-in-Lays flock, andin 


his'way, ſees « Buſh burning, and turning about, ſaid, 7 will ſce this 
great-fght, why the Buſh burns and # nat conſumed. The Admiration 
or Wonder in Moſes, was not ſo much, that the Buſh burned, but that 
it burned; and was not conſumed; this was the Wonder then, and it's 
the, Wonder nov, yea, and will be in all Ages. . 214, Ja 17 
;  Gtrve-me leave'to enlarge a littleupon 1t ; This Baſb I compare to 
the People.of Grd,and the. Fire,or Burning,to eAffittions and Perſecu- 
trons, Now it hath been thz Marvel in all Ages, that the Buſh hath 
burned; and hath not been conſumed, that the People of God have 
been wonderfully cariied forth in the mid(t' of fiery Tryals, that. they - 
-have ſeemed ou By to overcome then, to de overcome; rather 'con- 
querers then conquered, ,to be:hving daily though dying daily; arid 
this hath occaſioned marvel and wonder to the men of the Word; 
Witneſs thoſe threeChildren inDae/,that were in the burning Far- 
nace,and yet not conſumed; Witneſs thoſe worthy Martyrgof late 
days; whoſe life and livelineſs in Suffering made their Adverfaties 
amazed, : chatithe Buſh barntd, and:was not conſumes,|;whentthey ſavy 
their inward man lived and renewed," in-the.midRBofetheir\ dying - 
and bitrex deaths. Now if the men'of the. World would do fike\dilits. = 
S8*1doſer, turn alide and be inquizous-to bebold:this grear fight, © 
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6 Sutable Comforts for Suffering Sante. 
' to-ſearch_into the 'cauſe thereof, they might have their marvel ta- 
ken away, and their wonder removed; Moſes looked, 4nd belold the 
Lord mas in the nudſt of the Buſh, Herice ſee the cauts that thePeople 
/af -Gdd bave been motEminently preferved in theInward-mayyand 
-hrvedbrer born up above and b2yondall ſpeakings ; in'the:midftof 
:al Traafs and Suferings, God was in the midſt of them ; there was, and 
45, 4 viry gracious Preſence of His, accompanying and aſſiſting of them; 
This is the Reaſon, this is the Ground wity.the Buſh brerns and 35 not 
conſumed ; So they in the fire were preferved, Daz.3. 24,251 Now 
when the Lord our of the Buſh had called-to Moſes, ' He-ſaid, in the 
ſeventh Verſe, 1 have ſurcly ſeen the Aﬀuttzon of ney People in Egypt. 
Hence obſerve, That God takes notice of bts Peoples Afiiction,'yea, ſpt- 
cial notice ; I bave ſarely ſeen, ſainh God, Oh ſuffering Souls4 your 
Conſolations are not ſmall, the Eyes of Heaven are uponiypr, and 
your ſuffetings ; the Eye;of 'Love,: andthe Eye: fi Pity 5 is [not 
onely Prefident over you, but Preſent with you-; be yow/neverſo 
remote, or obſcure .in Suffering, -that Eye of Divine MajeRy that 
runs to and fro throughout the Whole Earth, will be firſt.on you';- / 
have, ſaith God, ſurely ſeen the Aﬀition of my People 1B yprc' + This 
15 aſ\veet.Word'of God, My People, though Atfiicted; yet'WMinec; 
though Oppreſfed and Hated, yet» People 3 It's nor: thejr'Suffep, 
ings, their Miſeries; their. Aliftions; that” can un-peoplethern, 
that can break-that great cord of Union and Relatio1,betweeri God 
and his People ; My People, though Oppreſſed and Perfeguted,'yet 
My Penple ; They are never the. more: Unlovely'inmy Eyes,/never 
the mSre Uncomely,. though they-are- trampled upon as diet; and 
made as the off-ſcouring of the World, yet T aminot#hamed to 
on them, I am not aſhamed to acknowledge then to be My Peo- 
pleyand therefore I will own them and ſtand by them -: ' They are 
indeed by their Oppreſſors and Perſecutors ( having the rod of the 
wicked over them, making furroys upon them )- reprefented very 
Unlovely, very Uncomely, very Deſpicable and Contemptible-; 
yetnevertheleſsthere'is not a tittle of my Aﬀe&ion atid' Love, that 
X btax'to therh, abated or diminiſhed, they are My People, yea, and 
9:;Egype.\ God doth not onely own his:Peple iri the:worſFof:Con- 
et at.in'the worſt of Placesalfo, Anththerefore-M> Naith;# buave 
ety ſeewthe Affliction of my Prople in Egyyt ; -Eyypt Was 6alled: The 

Bandage '+ The Nation of cher yp: . The Lind Whtve- 

mers Shaver and Strangers, Vetthete om 
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Sutalle Comforts for Saffering Satritry,'(. 5 

People in Egypt.” It is not Places that makes God'at all Diſiffeed 
with his People, though they be thrown into Newgate,or elſewhere, 
the ſhamfulletbof Goals, by his cnielty,, whoſe tender mexcievare 
ho better,not nothing elſe ; yet there will God own them; the loath- 
ſome Dungeans, ſhall notatall keep God from Commuwniontwith 
his People, He will own them though. 12 Egype x. and. ſaith God, / 
know their Sorrows ; Know their Sorrows he doth, and will he not 
remedie it2 Yea-ſarely « As if the Lord ſhould ſay, / am acquaint- 
ed, with all, their- Griefs, 1am concerned in all ther ſufferings © Oh 
Chiiſtians believe this Truth, That God ſees alli the; Aﬀithoni of his 
Pegples and kyows ther Sorrows ;-God Tees for-this end;' and knows 
for this'end, that he might the better comgunicate ſeafonable 500d 
to his People.” And'in#x/e 10. ſaith God, -( one now therefore,that 
they menf-Sring hs Childrew-of 1ſrarl owt of Egypt ; Come now, ſaith 
Godz mow 15 my Time, now as my Oppottunicy, now is my fit. Sea- 
fan to:-Deliyer My People, God's Time of working Deliverance fot 
his Peoplezis'when they are in the midſt of the' greateſt iraity-and * 
ſufferings. Now the Lord is-imploying and ſending Moſes with 
2 Meflage both.to Pharaoh, and to his People. Hoſes very much op+ 
poſeth it, and with.the Lord pleads two china. oc 21}. Lothian] 

- x..: His ws Kynworthineſs, Who am I, faith he, that 1 ſhowld go to 
Pharaoh , that 1 ſhould: be uployed in the ſervice of the great God of 
Heaven The Lord takes off this Obje&ion by Anſwering, [ml be 
with thee.: The Worthine(s of Gods alliſting Preſctice,anlGudere 
maunt and exceed -Moſes his morthineſs. *, One: thing bergipe 
have: wortlt obſerving,and that is, Thar jt & not the Meanneſs} Tan; 
neſs, mvorthineſs, (fmply conſidered ) of: poor creatures; thatifdoth 
exclude;or exempt them from Gods ſervice cor- acceptance ; but finaill 
hinder ophns: AL TEL PE es of | Fey 111 05 b599 

A Sgcond-:thing that: Moſes ple aunft.bzs being imploged 
is 3 1yworance of :Gods Name ; | He Gant khete-nth de lent ang 
he ſhould carry-to his poor ſuffering People; This God anfivers and 
declates;:and ſo I come to my Text.-::.: ; $4410 2167 11s faq 
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42 AM THAT 1 AM, 1 AM hith ſen whorhem31hs 


Words you bave Three things! 7 |-4il, <7: 7 07 27H bad oft 300 


2 Ez -A-Deſcnipribti.or Diſcovery of the-Name; of God,/i/ :&AAl  * 
THAT T* AM, 01 what T ever was; IT mit fs B34 n Soy | 
-: 2. The Perpetnity and Continuance of His Name ; This 4, ivy | 
Name for EVER, | __ 3+ Ihe 
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$ Sutable Comforts for Suffering Saints, © 

bi33. The -uſe of it to his People ; Thi us my Memprial unto all 

LENEFALIONS, LL OLED Ef Ss | b, F 11! 
”:;Prom: the Occaſion of the Words, you have+this Obſervation; ©. 
17a (bk F111 (190 DO\ VISSSNGTSY SHS OINCGON T1 TBS0 on 
11:/Tihat God Proportions.out Satable and Seaſonable CMerciet and Comm: 
i *- frts,to his Peoples State and Condition, DP 


F 
—_— 


p_ 


' You mayſee that this Truth ariſeth naturally from the occaſion of 
theſe Words; if you conſider thattheſe were a People under great 
Promiſes from the Lord, and alfo fron Men under great Sufferings 
and Oppreſlions ; Now to this Aﬀicted, Oppreſſed People, God * 
ſends this Meſſage, this grrand, / AM THAT 1 AM: No 
Name of God had been ſo Sutable, ſo Seaſonable as this, 7- A M 
theiſame that ever 1 was. I (hall ſhew'anon;'in due place, how: Sea- 
ſ{ofable, how Sutable this Name of Godis,” to his Suffering People. 
If God had ſeit to his People his Name Fah,or Jehovah,ithad been 
ſomething, but it had not been ſo ſeaſ6hable as / AM. God uſual- 
ly Rays and delays Deliverance, that it may come moſt Seaſonable 
and Sutable to his Peoples Conditions ; Why mult they be four 
hundred years in Aﬀi&tion? May not two hundred years ſerve?.-No, 
at the __ of four hundred years, is Gods time for Deliverante , 
then will his Mercies come molt Seaſonable. And truly this I am 

rſ(waded,is the very Reaſon why God ſeems to keep away.deliver- 
ance:from-his People, they are not yet come to the greateſt of 
fifaits ;- the Mercy will-not come ſo Seaſonable and Sutable as'God 
would have'it; I might be large upon this Point, /but Tthall not 
at*this'time, though it1s a Truth of great concernment, Tſhall only 
prove it wich an Inſtance or two, with ſome Reaſons, atid then pro- 
ceed to what remains, which 1s much upon my heart. Dt) 
. >See Ger. 2x, from wverſ. 15;/to 21. Poor eAgar Was inf gteat 
diftteſs, ſhe and the Babe was like' to perith ſor -want of water, fhe 
veasin the greateſt of Straits, gave her'felf\ and babe over fordeith, 
paſt all hope of life ; Oh then was Gods time, then was his time'to 
appear, and that-with a Sutable and 'Sealonabe Mercy to her State 
and'Condition $and pray, What was that» Hercondition-wasfuch 
that ſhe had like to have died with ht "win of 'D3inik'y 4610ht 
Watin aRemoteand bartenWilderneſs, & behold 'God edfminicites 
to her 4 ell of Water.From hence ſes, Thar God Prophytions ojt\Seuſon- 
ble and Sutable Mercies & Comforts to bus Peoples Wants & Neceſſities. 
* , +: Shana BREA CIRgTy 


able Comforts forS _—_ Snmts.” "9 
From Me Remarkable inſtance in Agar, you have bing confider- | 
ablethings.. 
1236" That Gods \Prople tn chop: prearef Straits Abd akes: 3 
by Prayer to God: this ood. ar did! The times of eribulars- 
'0# ought eſpecrally then ro be the times of ſupplitation, Chri s Suffering 
hour was bis praying hour, Times of Aﬀuttions puts Saints mpon Preies 
ons at the Throne of Grace, 
| 2, [Strange and unexpetted ways and means of Deliverance bath God 
or his Pepe This is a: glorious Truth, but- T'muſt but naine it : 
ittle did poor Agar think to find Supplies 1 in the Wilderneſs, no 
viſible means attainable. - 

3-' Obſerve, That there are ſuch Bowels of Mercy and Love in God 
towards his, that be uſually, yea frequently, not onely grams their De- 
feres, but groes. them more, yea vver and above, Poor Agar begs a lit- 
tle Water of God to preſerve the life of her and her little babe, and * 
lo, God gives her a #ell of Water. So Solomon asked for Wiſdome ; 
God did net onely give him Thar, but Riches, and Honowr alſo, I 
muſt proceed. - 

. A Second notable Inftance you have, is, concerning Sampſon, 
Fulg -15, 18, 19, He having a very great thirſt, like todje, the Lord 
in a mindpadous maner preſerved him, and communicated a Sutable 

oy to him, and gave him Water out of the Jaw-bone of an Aſs. 
ing here I ſhall mind unto you, that .is, Somerimes I have 
marvelled at the exceeding Drought and: Thirft that came upon 
Sampſon; immediately after the Deliverance nd by thehetp 
of the Lord againſt-tiis Enemies,” I ſuppoſe thathis great Thirſt 
_ not by reaſon of his great Fighting ; He might be 1 thirſty, but 
pon that account unto death , confidering'the Lord helped 
him ; Bur now-for him to be by thirſt, near death 5; there lies ſome- 
iv itz” and therefore [ Homnbl judge,that this: Wer dabys fenras 
winginig an the Lord, and: (bo uPOr: tO abCotrnrts 
-' x,” His'too much: Vauntin / Applauding and Praifrr > of 'himfel] 
for this ras For won See his hi proud Words, with the” aw of an Afs 
have I flan a'thouſand 
102,) Not returning! the B Praiſe and ns to when 1E-Was dib/and 
thexefore-the Lord might he: any bps [pleaſed with him; & to ſhew 
him his.own weakneſs, te inſin ty, that he rmightnot ory 
inhimſelf, bur to ſee that wahout the Lords athſtance, he was 
dead man therefore 1 eas 3g chis thixſt came: And then betok 


Lo Sutable\Comfotts for Suffering Satnts< 
himſelf ro prayer; and though after Merey, received;he waviinmind- 
ful - his cry, ger now his great wants ——_— mole ie mind 
1$\Uty'a, ag. aclps and: whew Seepſen takect of OQ% anger, 
Rallhavg bin achnawiedge God having a-band in the De» 
liverance, | UL not befates.."\ I@ T2rKit 201 © £4 210 leet0s 9 ha 1 
- Solikewiſe:the Prophet, -having fled into-the Wilderneſs, being 
driven to great Wants;the Lord adminiſtred food to-him by:Ravens; 
and ſo.the L&dcommuicated' Sutable Gomforts tohisServant, I 
might ame Many; mo but: would haſten, and briefly, now-give 
yau the Reajons of it1: I. (hall atpreſent/natae but ive; Why/God 


proportions out Sutable Mercies to his Peoples Conditions.” [' Þ(; |: 
: . The Fuft 1s, To enlarge their Experiences. Him. Not a'Sutable 
Mercy or Comfort comes to us from God, "but-it is t6.ftock us. with 
Experience; for MPErIFnce of God's -goadnels is af greatuiſc to 2 
dependance'6n God, _ rr on bac} an lg 
Secondly, It is To heighter our Praiſes to Him, that we may much 
be carried forth in-new Songs of Praiſes to the Lord. Awoid of 
Uſe to this, and ſo proceed and come to the thing I aim at.. | 
- Seeing God, doth. proportion -out- Swiahlt Comfarts te bis Peoples 
Conditions; then be Exhorted, Towalk.Smtoble te ſuch a God as this =, 
be per{wadgd to walk. anſwerably to 4 God of ſnob Sutable Comforts, 'a 
ſeaſonable Mercies. . Oh the Sutable Comforts that his poor Ser- 
vants have enjoyed in their Bonds and Sufferings ! that when all 
the World ſhall fxoxn, then'to bave the God of Heaven ſmilez that 
when the World, Rrips ys of all. ourward Injoyments, then tohave 
them made up w;thinyward and ſpecial Injoyments ;: when the men 
of the World'put a bitter-cup into our hands; then for our Father to 


 Oveeten jt for us.; when wehegr the work news from Earth, we can . 
then- haye- the: beR-news $300 Heavenc' Oh thisis:Sraſonab{e: aud 


Sutable 1 4/6 Ir's:ttug, ye-want out Liberties, but. yet we have 
the bleſſed Liberty of the; Sons of God +, Is-rtue-we:arein Bonds, 
under Reſtraint, Qh.but yet our ſouls aze-not in! bonds; cur Conſci- 
ences are.ndt captivated to-fins and luſts:: rit's/true we! are in the 
hands of cruel and unreaſonable men, butyer we are inthe hands of 
ED tn. wry Toy D__ you 

at expgy1ence Gads:,goodneſy,; in Suahle (omforts.to you, know; 
«0 ety that 14 {howld work-rare effeein you, and 


eminent and ſutable walkings towards bim, Thus much for tho firſt 
, being occalional from the Words z 1. ſhall DO £m * A 
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"LAM THAT I' A M, this i my ane En toy 
cAferdorial wines: al Gente drions, Ive Delis yin To 
wholſome Frathi Mich afiſes from theſe Words, is this; > 


The th w_ and ſt trims Confideration of Gods 6 Name, IA 

e ſame to i Prople in all ages, 3 of mighty = 
” Ceafors and Conſolate the hearts and he bys People, in the 
wid of al heir Trend ond Sufferings 


.- This i is 2 great” andwe Truth, and here tieth which Cap and 
marrow in it,and thetefote'1 do earneſtly defire thatit may dwell in 
the hearts of all the Suffering ſons of Sion this day ;ard this Truth T 
yadge ariſertt namrrally from the Words; for in r the Dotine you 
may obſerve theſe\ ſeveral Branches. * -:- 

2," This Oods Nawe is, I AMO 
\ 2, ThatiÞirfo for EVER #0 bis Pe 

3s 'T hat the ſerront ration bros is of oe ts C nfo: ant C 0n- 

 « folate the People of God in their Suſferings, 

- Now: ronfider Tell the/Text, and yow (hall find this'T rach couch- 
ed if if > And confider- Wy Perſons w_—_— it EREY communicated, 
begs a7 of- the Lord us ant Frondles, 
phinly: rceive, Vis rec bart and defigne” of 
enous. Conſideration of his 
Name, / AM TH AT I A Ps ſhould be much conſolared 
and refreſhed, it the mieſof their Troubles and Sufferings, 


"Ii the raanagingr is -rirkak Truth, I fhall hay down 
: -- Four "Things. 
2, Prove is to ponent fre youwhat is Gods Navertnl bow > enduver 


. -4 ca end where anne Z S My is the ſave F 
br ix all apes ; ard hew rarh mi uſe 
. © an blonefit to ws. up Iredpwnte 77. y ;S 7 
' IL TT. Ge yok the Renfons of this Truth, which ate vety i conſider- 
able; bribe Lords Newey T AM THAT I AM it his 
| Nams for EVD R; and tontinacd 40666 ts to ll Generations, | 
_ you the wholſorne ard faefwable By # end Conclofons of 
ths Subjett.* _ 


790 Reg Gels Name 6 #6; hd. the Davration fi it, | This wane 
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12 +Suthble: Comforts for Suffering Saints. 
God, I AM THAT 1: A M,.is wiapt and boundup imHis 
njoſt glorious Attributes-; See:that notable Text.in Exod, 34. 5,6. 
And proclaimed the Name of the Lord ; Now.what was the Name'of 
the Lord ? See, and you ſhall find ir declaredgand held forth in His 
Atttibutes,.-7he. Lord, the Lord God, Long-ſuffering, -Merciful and 
Gracious ;. Here is the Mexcy of God, keeping Mercy for thouſands, 
forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſion and ſin ; Here is the Faithfulneſs of 
God, and by no means c{earing the guilty.; Here. is the Juſtice of .God. 
Now that the Name of God endures,ſfee Pſa/;102.26,27. They ſhall 
periſh, but,thou ſhalt evdire;:thoy. art the ſame,; 4nd thy years ſhall have 
14 ed." Here: you ſee that this-God, avho hathideclared himſelf 7 
A M,is of continuance,he endures, he is the ſame and changes not, 
 Ohic's a bleſſed thing to conſider, that God is now the ſame that e- 

ver he was, Eis Nameis / AM,-and this 1s his Name for Ever, 
Pſal. 72.17. His Name ſhall endure for Ever, Jdis- Nami ſhall be 
continued as long as the Su, and; Men(hall be bleſſedion him.” Oh this 
Name of God, */_ A M4, 1s.the Name that ſhall continue and en- 
dure, and whereby men ſhall be blefled, Mal. 3. 6. For I am the 
Lord, I change not. -From; hence you may ſee the nature of Geds 
Name to his People, He is the ame; and changes not, ' ſal. i3g. 3, 
Thy Name, O Lord, endwreth for ever, andtby Memorial, 0 Lord, wn- 
79 all generations. From hence you may-obſerve the ſweet harmony 
and joynt-agreement, the pc of God hath here with my Text, 
the ſelf ſame language expreſſed. 3% ing 

But Secondly;take nouce, with what,Zea/and Aﬀettion,and Cor- 
dial deſire, the Prophet Declares the Name bay Lord.Oh Lord, ſaith 
he, thy Name endures for ever ; and when he ſpeakeh of Gods.Me- 
memorial, O Lords ſaith he, it endures to all genenerations, he fals as is 
were into admiration of,the Name of God. The next Verſe.declares 
part of Gods Name. Fi His Faithfulneſs, He will judge. His People, 
or plead for theme, Secondly, His Metcy,” And He mills 7- 
ſelf concerning His ſervants, and.that is.n keeping back Coinend- 
ed evil, ntoiving them" the promiſed good, Qne.text more, . and 
then I have done with-this, 1ſa:ab 63, 15,.x6. The, People and 
Church of God ar:that time, as it is now, were. in-a very.miſerable 
and deplorable Rate, as.may:be diſcerned. by. their" expreſhovs in- | 
their requeſh : L,pok,down ot Homes med brbald fromthe habitation 
of Thy Holineſs and Glory, And the Church ſeems to remind the'Lord 

of ſome remiſneſsin ſome things, agif God had been wanting to _ 
| Vo ; =o ! or 
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Swtable Comfarts for Saffering Sunts. x3 
of his diftrefſed People, and ſo had forſaken them, and therefore in 
vehemant ſorrow ſaith,Fhere 1s Thy zeal, Thy ſtrength, the ſounding of 
Thy bowels and of Thy mercies, are they reſtrained ? As if this'poor 
rows ſhould ſay, Ah Lord, Our Condition is ſad, our State miſerable, 
wid Thou ſeemeſt to be a ſtranger, Where is Thy zeal, Thy affeftion to 
ts? How doth that ſeems to decline and decay ? Where is Thy ſtrength 
that ſhould be moſt helpful to us now > Oh mhere is the ſounding of Zhy 
bowels and mercies, where 1s that yearning of bowels, that ſympathizing, 
that compaſſionate, melting, commuſerating of thy Peoples mi Gris t Ah 
Lord, ſay they, are they reſtrained, are they bound up, art Thou grown 
obdurate againſt T hy poor People ? Now do but obterve what Argu- 
ro this poor afflicted People uſe, and from thence draws com- 
ort. | 

Firſt, -The Intereſt they had in God ; Donbtleſs,ſay they, without 
all dogbt Thow att our Father, though e Abraham be 1gnorant of #s, and 
thee art aur Father, though Iſracl acknowledge ns not. From hence you 
may obſerye three Things. : 

. IX, That Saints in the greateſt: of muiſeries have an eye to the Intereſt 
they have in vxp W »t f | 6, | | of F 
| 2- Intereſt. in God ;5 of -great t to Seunts 1h times of igreate 
ſtrauts. Tis hark born up Sor Gods People in here winls 
and ſufferings, what if;all, the men_of the World were mine-ene- 
mies, and all the maliceand envy-of men my accuſers, and albthe. 
devils my tormentors? yet if Gad be my Father, if I have anIntereſt 
in-Him, -I haye all unſpeakable Help, Reliefand Support. | 

3«,:T he certain a[yred knowletdge Fa the Imereſt in God: affords greas 
Comfort, Satisfattion and Com entmerit to ſuch, though others kyow it not 
or be ignorant of it ;, Though Abraham be ignorant of-u#s, yet thou art 
our Father. Na. | 

A Second Argument that theſe. People ſucked Comfortfrom;was 
the remembrance of Gods Name, and therefore ſaith, Thy Name is 
. from Everlaſting ; as if the Church ſhould ſay,though I amafflited 

and ſuffer, yet:the Name, of. my God remains, yea it is fromiever- 
laſting. ropes obſerve, That Gods everlaſting Name afords |lafung. 
ort to his People © | order 2010-24 $4 

' The.third = Was, the Relation they had to God, and that 1s 
in the laſt Verſe, #t are Thine,) Thy peculiar People in Covenant 
with Thee, and Thou neyer ruleſt aver. the heathen; Thou never: 
hadfl.that rule and reign'in thei. hearts and conſcienges, meal 
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14 Satable Comforts. for Suffering Saints, 
did dverand in us;and we are called by Thy Nate, we do repre 
ent Thee to the World. Thus much ſhall fuffice for the fiſt thing 


premiſed. : ; ks 


© Now I come to-the Second thing propoſed, and that was, to De- 
lare bam ar wherein Gods Name, 1 eA M, is the ſame to his People in 
all ages; and that this Triah is of ſuch weight and concernwent,, that 
it's able to comfort and conſolate the hearts and ſpirits of Gods People tn 
the midſt of their troubles, and ſufferings : In the proof-of this I ſhall 
indeavour to ſhew wherein Gods Name is the ſame to his People, © + 
.- And fuſt, as touching Gods Power; His power and trength 15 ve- 
ry great, that let the troubles be never ſo many, and never fo great, 
yet Gods Power is as great yea greater, We will firſt conſult with 
tome Scriptures, that ſpeakes aloud to this Truth, and-then appl 
it, Naham 1. 3.:T he Lord is great in Power. Oh betievethis Ty wh 
and it will adminiſter comforts in your Straits ; Are your ſufferings 
great, remember The Lord is great in Power, ' Dent, $129 Speaking 
of the Children of 1ſrael, ſaith, Thow broughteſt theme our by t hy mit 
ty Power ; as God hath-Mighty Power, ſo it 1s ingaged forth g00d 
of His People, Luke 9.43. Ard they wereall _ 6d ar rhe weght y 
Pamer of God : Gods Power is- ſo Mighty; / that it:atnates the very. 
Adverſaries of his People, Pſal. 147. 5. Great 35 our Litid, andsf 
great Power ;- We have a peculiar Relation to Him that hath this 
great Power, He is oux Lord, Ger, 17. 1." 1 am the Almighty God, 
walk before me and be thou.perfett ; God hath here'-declared' fhnm- © 
felf to be'the Almighty God, the Alfuffcient God, able to anfler 
and ſupply all wants and neceſſities; as if God-ſhould ſay*toAbya- 
ham, Walk thou before me and be thou perfet.Now leſt he ſhould obje& 
and ſay, Ah Lord, They that do walk perfetily beſore thee will meet with 
many troubles, be expoſed to many hardſhips and loſſes ; well, ſaith God, 
matterit:not, / aus the Almighty God, the Alſuſſicien Grd; Let the 
Troubles &f his People be never (ogreat, yet the Loxdi& Almighty, 
great int Power and ftrength.: New ſeriouſly conſider this fit thing, 
as. pazt of: the- Name of God, remember Gods Name, - AM, 
e1s the ſame now as ever he was, as Powerful as ever,as'Strong as 
ever; as Mighty as ever; This: 55 his Nan for Ever ,' a bis + 
CHMrorial ' unto all - generations. © Oh: fuffering Chiiftians ; give 
me- leave. to tell you ,- that-your Fathers Power-is your greateſt 
Pultaroof ſuport in times of difficulties, * See that pretious =—_ 
T1! 0 E j," 2C ® 
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Satable Comforts for Sufferity Saints. 5 
2 Chron, 16, 9. The eyes of the Lord run to and «fro throughont the 
whole earth, to ſhew himſelf froug in the behalf- of thoſe: whoſe 
hearzs are peifeR towards him, From hence: note, That" there':is 
Mighty Power and ftrength in God, handed forth aud exerciſed for the 
_- of bis People. This truth really believed how mightily would it 
caution the -Loxds People, to take heed of fears, and to live above E: 
them.. One wordof Utſe,-and I concludethis. . ; 
Oh. let us fing Songs of praiſe of our Gods Power, itis true;Gods 
Powsr is matter of fear and terigr to the- wicked, but its matter 6f 
comfort and joy to the Saints, Pſal. 59.16, [will frag of thy Power, 
when the ſoul is in great troubles, and ſufferings; and conſider what 
God is, what his Nam? is, that he is the Mighty Powerful God, and 
then conſider that he is the ſame, His Name 1s, I AM, that the-poor 
ſoul is ready tofing forth of Gods Power ; Believe it fellow Chriftt- 
2nS,y0u 4rein the hand of-God;Dext. 33.3.Obſerve all hisSaints are 
in is:hand, not ſome but all; oh you be ſafe enough, there is none can 
ck, 144 086 of your fatbers band;and befides he hath all Power in his 
$6 2 Chron;196; Oh then my dear Brethren, be not hopeleſs, for 
God leaves. you not; helple(s:;::What can harm:yau 2 you have the 
Power of God to atinryou ;then labour to undergo all here, for-you 
(ball not onely be delivered/from: all; but be . conquerors over all. 
This is the firſt thing, | + .: -- "Vis 
A. Second thing relating to Gods Name, wherein he iis the fame 
now as ever, and that is his:#7{devs ; He is as Wiſe now as ever, 
and'as Prudent in managing his Peoples concernments; as ever..Oh 
the-great Wiſdom of our Gad,in ordering our affaires, it's matter of 
great Comfort and Conſolation. But firtt we will fee what the Scri- 
pture ſaith concerning Qur: Gods Wiſdom, Roms. 16. 27, To God 
onely Wiſe be glory; As God is Wiſe, ſo He is exely iſe, none like. 
Wn. Tym,'z.,17. To. the.onely Wiſe God be: glaryi: Col.-2. 3. In - 
whow ere bid all thetreaſures of VViſdom and Knowtedge ;- In our God 
are-treaſures of Wiſdom ; Canſfider this dear friends, 13 there any 
Trouble or Calamity befalls you, -that you know. not how to cotne 
out of it, or be tid of 4z,; well-remember. that your God hath Trea- 
"ej FX V/lows and Knaxle! 'pe.. Tfa..40: 28, Fhere 15-10 fearchin 
the Lords. Urderſbandingy :it, 38: ſo deep and large, and therefo 
though that cannot he ſearched, yet ircan ſearch-all things;::Gortis 
the along:and: onely V Vue Gad,. now'in- 1.Cor. x. 25. therein 2 
pug omatingſbagsy tlerdhe dpelilc hecks, aF-Hawwhld - 


16 Sutable Comforts for Suffering Saints, - 
be-apt to conclude,that it was ſomething contradiRtory to what hath 
beenſaid;his words are,that the fooliſhneſs of God 15wiſer then men, irs. 
 timating,as if there were ſomeFooli/hneſs.1 God;the Apoſtle doth got 
ſpeak nor intend it in' the 'leaft, but he was ſpeaking of upbraid- 
ing! mens wiſdom , that to ſuch the foolr/hneſs of God" was 
wiſer, hz doth not ſay, the fooliſhneſs in God, but of God , but had allu- 
fion to the Saints, whom as fooliſh things of God, were choſen to 
confound the Wiſe; Now Gol is ſo perfe& in Wiſdom;that the ve 
Angels he chargeth with folly,and g's ſaid of the Lords Underſtand- 
ing that it &s Infinte. :.. O5 . 
ow conſider this ſeriouſly, God is great in Wiſdom, and as he 
was always ſo he is now, [ AM THAT I'AM , thats His 
Name for Ever, a Wiſe God, that by his wiſe diſpoſing of things; 
can make all things work for good, and'can turn all yout troubles 
and {lufferings, to the beſt advantage or profit, that you. ſhall reap 
the fruit thereof with great gain and increaſe ; He by His Wiſdont 
can order the Saints troubles and ſufferings to be furrher footings to 
glory and happineſs, that by his Wiſdom can allure His People into 
the Wilderneſs , and there ſpeak comfortably to them ;- Now what 
a comfort is it to conſider, thatour Gods Name'is 7 A M,Rilt the 
ſame to His People as ever He was. A word to Apply this,”*'Ts our 
God onely and alone Wiſe, Then let us leave all our Concernments and 
affairs to his diſpoſe ; Our Fatherknows what is beſt for us, and what 
will conduce to our: good and His glory. RES. 
Well, to proceed to the Third thing, and that is the Faithfulneſs 
of God ; Gods Faithfulneſs is of mighty weight and toncernmenr, 
that His Name is, / A M, the Faithful God, as Faithful now -as 
ever. Gods Faithfulneſs conſiſts chiefly in fulfilling and perform- 
ing and making good all Promiſes and Prophefies ; See the voice of 
the Scripture concerning this Truth, Demt. 7.8, 9. But becauſe the 
Lord God loved you, here was the Mercy of God,and becauſe He world 
keep the Oath which he ſware unto your Fathers, here was the Faith- 
fulneſs of God, the Lord hath. brought = out with a Mighty hand, 
here is the Power of God,and redeemed you fromthe houſe of bondmen 
and one of the hand of "Pharaoh. king. of Egypr;\ here-is declared the 
Juſtice of God -: ' Thus confider, Hiefw. ſerve here-yoh have 
His Name,which he ſent by doſes to his People,#” 4M" HAT 
1. AM, this is my Name for Ever ; See what the Lord ſaith furthes 
| TR ninth Verſe, | Know therefore that the Lord thy God He _ 
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 _ Wickedneſs will abound, and firange and dark Providences, with 


Sutable Comforts for Suffering Saints. 17 
| What God? «A Faithful God, which keepeth Covenant and Mercy, 
' with thoſe that love Him ' and keep His Commandments to a thow- 
ſand generations, The Lord is not onely exa&ly, compleatly, and 
perfectly Faithful, but he is mighty large in his Faithfulneſs, the 
extent of 1t reacheth to a thouſand Generations; Here the Lord in- 
cludes and intends all his People, that are, or ever will be in the 
VVorld : One Generation continues about a hundred years if not 
- more. Now its not reaſonable to imagine,that there would be from 
that-rune theſe words were ſpoken, to the end of the World, a thou- 
ſand Generations; Onely this Scripture ſhews the large extent of 
the Faithfulneſs of God, - iqgpaches all Saints in all Ages, even to g, 
thouſand Generations, if it be poſſible there may be ſo many, while 
- the V Vorld continues, Oh lay up this Word of God in your hearts, 
our Godis a Faithful God, 1 Cor. 10. 1 3. God ts Faithful, who will 
not ſuffer you to be tempted above what you are able,but will with the tem- 
pration, make 4 way toeſcapeg that ye may be able to bear it : The faith- 
fulneſs of God is as much ingaged in his Peoples ſufferings, as any 
other of His Attributes, In His Peoples Sufferings His Fanhfulneſs 


. 15engaged Three ways, 


Firſt that their Sufferinss ſhall not exceed, © 
x, His Precepts to them. | 
2, ' Other Saints before them. 

\ .. 3+ The ſtrength he gives them. 7 * | 

. Secondly, His Faithfulneſs is engaged,that in their Suffenngs for 

Him, He will ftand by them, own-them, and be with them. 

Thirdly, His Faithfulneſs is ingaged to make good his Promiſes 

to them, in delivering and freeing them from troubles. Oh Chriſti- 

ans are your troubles and Sufferings great, and like to. be greater, 

2nd you are even ready to fink under them; well remember your 

Gods Name, 1 AM THAT 1 AM: He is the Faithful 

God, as Faithful now as ever, Pſal. 36.5. Thy Mercy O Lord xs 

1 the Heavens, and thy faithfulneſs reacheth to the clouds. This Scri- 

ture holds forth the multitude or abundance of Gods Faithfulneſs; 

hat it reacheth to the clouds, 'As wicked mens fins, when they are 

. multitudes and numerous, they are ſaid to reach up to Heaven, {0 

the Faithfulneſs-of God is ſo continued to his,. that it even reach-. 

eth upto the clouds, Pſal.. x19. 90. Thy Faithfulneſs is to all. ge- 

nerations ; This alſo ts a precious Scripture, that no ſoul in no agez 
though in the laſt days; and inthe latter end of the World, when - 
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- . deſmal — groan pt will be ſeen in the earth, yet Gods faithfulneſs 
abides till, it endures unto all generations; therefore no ſoul, in 
what age or ſtate ſoever, ſhould be caſt down or troubled, bur to 
mind the Name 'of God, 7 AM FHAT I AM, the Faith- 
ful God : Oh that Chriſtians in all their troubles and (ufferings 
would have an eye to the Faithfulneſs of God, and unfeignedly be-_ 
lieve it, for it's of mighty uſe to bear up your hearts in the midſt of 
troubles; and truly I am perſivaded, that when God ſent Moſes with 
his Name / AM, to his afflicted People, hehad thus much in his 
eye, and upon his heart, His Faithfulneſs in keeping Covenant 
with them, and performing His Pronggfſes to them : The Faith- 
fulnefs of God is one of his principalAtrributes,and the great ſplen- 
dor and beauty of his Name, though all the Attributes of God are 
' Perfet;What were it ( if I may ſpeak with holy reverence) for God 
to be Powerful and Wiſe, if not Faithful > The Faithfulneſs of God 
is the great Bulwark of his People in theis Troubles. Confider that 
in no age, there was no Saint whatſoever to whom God was un- 
faithful : If ſome ſay, there. may be ſome one or other; ſhey me 
that man or woman, what is their Name, where dyell they, when 
was it,.or where was it, that God was not Faithful ? I dare engage 
my ſoul, and its eternal welfare, that Gods not unfaithful-ro any 
of his ; Far be it from me, or any to think that there is unfaithful- 
neſs in God ; His People may -be unfaithful ro Him, but He will 
not be ſoto them ;. If there be any of Gods Promifes not | near 
ed, it's not His fault, but His Peoples;His Promiſes being Conditi- 
onal, they breaking, or not keeping the-Condition, and ſo miſs of 
the Promiſe to which the Condition is annexed ; They-break-their 
Words and Promiſes with-the Loxd, but as for God, Let Him be 
rue, and every man 4 liar, nay, it's impoſſible for God to lye, Thus 
much for the Third thing. | | | | 

A Fourth thing concerning Gods Name, is His Fuftice ; God is 
very Juſt and Righteous, and that is, in rendering puniſhment on his 
Enemies. Ty | = 

Dear Friends, your Enemies are great, and they are many, and- - 
their malice, cruelty and oppreftion, is very much, and increaſed; 
. Well, be not troubled, remember you the Name of your God, 

F 4M, He is Juſt, yea and as Juſt now as ever, in puniſhing his 
enemies; Turn to. the Feftimony,. Ffad. 9. 16. The-Lord w kyown © 
by the Tudgements which be execureth, the withed are enſnared wm | 
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_ . work of therr hands, Higgaion Selah. This is z Scripture of 
 weizht, There pedo whereby he is known ae World. 
:. 2; By His Metcies. SE 
_ 2, By His Judgements : And they that will not know Him the 
former Way ſhall know him the latter. But what ſhall the wicked 
know of Godby his Judgements, that he is a Juſt God, a Righteous 
God, and ſaith —_—_ of God, T he wickgd are enſnared in the work 
of their own hands. This is a certain and aſſured truth, That wicked 
mens handy-works, or their ations, prove their own enſnaring; 
This was true in eAhithophel, Haman, and Fadas, and therefore thi 
Lord writes upon this Scripture, H:ggaion Selah, that is, tobe often 
 Obſeroipg, and diligently Meditating on it, to ſee the Juſtice and E- 
ity of God to the wicked, in that their own works ſhould enſnare 
kw. : Fob 34. 17, God is called there, moſt Juſt, exaRly and com- 
pleatly Juſt ; as God is faithful in-rewarding His People,” ſo he is 
as faichful and Juſt-in puniſhing the Wicked, I will make alittle 
Uſe of this, and ſohaften. 
_ -» Fret n6t your ſelves at the Proſperity and welfare of the wicked, 
your etiemies; neither do you ſeck after revenging yout cauſe on 
them, commir thatto the Lord ; Vengeance is His, and he is both 
Mighty and Able to deal with _ adverſaries, and He will do it in 
His due titge ; For He will plead the controverſies of His People, againſt 
their enemies, And believe it, the Lord is cutting ſhort the work,, and 
haſtening the ruine and deftruQtion of his enemies, by their filling up . 
the meaſure of their iniquiries, and ripening their fins ;and the de- 
liverance of His People draweth nigh, by his cating then into the 
Furnace of Aﬀiction,to purge and purifie them, thar they.may come 
forth like Gold. Again, "179 TIO Eft, 

The Fifth and-laſt thing relating to the Name of God, 7 A M. 
He is the God of all comforts and conſolation; Oh this Name, I ' 
AM, is a' precions Name, there is exceeding great Comforts and 
Cordials in God'for the refreſhing of his poor Peoples Spirits, 
2{-or. 7, 3, Blefſed be God, the God. of: our Lord Feſus,; the Father of . 
CMercies,and God of all Comforts. - There is in our God ſuch x Stores 
houſe and Fountain of Mercies and Comforts, that is able to ſupply 
 4l-His Peoples wants and necethyues, Zechariah x, x7. The Lord 
ſhall yet Comfort Zion, Notwithſtanding the great diſcouragements 
and diftreſies-of Gods People, yet Comforts- God hath in fore for 


. Iz et bo : 


and languiſhing $10, 2 Cor, 7.6, Nevertheleſs, God I | by . 
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20 Sutable Comforts for Suffering Saints, 
that Comforteth thoſe that are caſt down, Comforteth us. Oh the choice 
Comforts that God hath for his dezected People ! Though God hath 
in all ages, been open handed and hearted 1n the diſpenſing of his 
Comforts to his People, yet He is as full, and as rich now as ever, 
'His Name is 1 A 2M, this is His Name for Ever, God hath choice- 
and variety of Comforts, which he communicates, as he ſees moſt 
neceſſary; I hope by this time, that God hath taught his People by 
experience, that there is no comfort in outward injoyments, crea- 
tures nor relations, but onely in their Lord God, that they may de- 
light themſelves in His Comforts,and not in borrowed,feigned, pe- 
riſhing'Comforts. Hence ſee, There 1s no reaſon why Saints ſhould 
be ſorrowful or caſt down,there ts bread enough in their Fathers houfe, 
He is the God of all Comforts,” His Name is, / A M. E 
. Alitcle to Apply this, and ſo proceed. -  ,. 

Hence ſee your Priviledges, Excellency and Prerogative; that 
this God that I have been treatingof, whoſe Name is /, A M, is 
your God, | poor ſuffering $:0zs God ; Oh Stn, though now miſer- 
able, yet thy condition, thy ſtate, ſo good, ſo glonous, that the 
ſtate of Potentates is not fit to be compared with it-; -thy bonds and 
iron chains, are of far greater value than Crowns & Diadems; there 
1s not a ſtep of Miſery or Suffering , that doth befal So upon Jeho- 
vah's account, but it conduces a footſtep to its further happineſs and 
glory : Andall this, becauſe this God, whoſe Name is / A M, is 
theirs; though Sons foes which are many and mighty tnay bereaye 
her of all comfortable things here, yet this God 'of Comforts- they 
cannot take away. 

2. Take heed my Brethren and fellow. Citizens of -Glory, of 
ſinning and offending ſuch, ſuch a God as this is, be careful of grie- 
ving of Him, leſt He withdraw himſelf, and hide his face from you ; 
Oh remember and fear that ſad Lamentation, in Lawentation 1.16, 
This'Church of God had very much ſinned againſt the God of Com- 
forts ; See verſ.8. Jeruſalem hath grievouſly ſinued': -but ſee the ſad 
complaint ſhe makes, verſ. 16. For theſe things I weep, mine eye, 
ne eye runneth down with water : Why what was the matter, that 
this Church doth ſo ſorrow and lament ?. Mark, becauſe the Com- 

ter that ſhould relieve my ſoul, ts far-from me- : Oh let their fals 
| your warnings... = Fa 
AY - But Thirdly conſider, if -God be ſo to his People now, as T have 

_ declared, and continues bis Nate / AM to them-in an ___ 
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fate, ſaffeting Rate, low' and miſerable Rate ; Oh do but con- 
fider and that with aſtoniſhment, what will he do for them, and be 
to them, when they are in a.glorified ſtate, perfe&ed ſtate? Doth he 
do thus to them now they are uncomely, now they wear raggs, now 
they. are the off-ſcouring, now they have their imperfe&ions, and 
failings towards Him ? Oh, oh, what willhisgName, 1. AM, be 
to them then, when they ſhall be very comely, when they ſhall ſhige 
as the Sun, be equal with Angels, full of holineſs and perfeRion ? 
Conſider this and ſtand in admiration. dy 
_ If God-afords a mighty preſence to.4 burning Buſh, to. a ſuffering 
creature, oh what will he do to a glorified Sainr! 'Thus much for the 
Second thing, | | 


| Now the Third thin 45" 22iny Was, The Reaſons and Grounds why 
the Lord cominues hts ame, 1 eA M, "the ſame to his People. 


Furſt, Thakgthey 'might not be deftroyed nor conſumed, Gods un- 
changableneſs to us, is che cauſe of our not changing from our can- 
dition-to worſe. See HMal: 3. 6! 1 amthe Lord, I change mot; there- 
fore ye ſons of Facob are-not.conſumed; as if the Lord ſhould ſay, I an 
the Lord, I AM THAT I AM, this 1s my Name for Ever, 'I 
change not ; for this cauſe my People are not conſumed, Ah my friends, 
if God were changable as man;and as'mutable as man,where ſhould 
we have been at this time ? how ſoon would our condition be ſar 
worſe then it 1s? -Really, zf God ſhould not continue his Name to 
his People, 1 A M, His Power, His Faithfulneſs, His Wiſdom, His 
Comforts, their tate would be very miſerable. .. | 

But Secondly, Why this Name -of God #5 *continued for ever to his 

People ?- It is to engage them to Him, to draw up the hearts and af- 
fections of His People cloſe to Him : If any Trathis of aringaging 
. nature, this-is ; it engages the Saints -in their whole man for God, 
their life and all for God, yea and that in the work of.times ; If the 
very Name of God be engaged for me, there is all the Reaſon, why 
my All ſhould be engaged for God, And therefore Chriftians look 
toit, that wherein -you-come ſhort in this partieular, you come 
ſhort in anſwering the end of Gods Name to you. I muſt but name 
the Reaſons ef.this Truth, becauſe of time. -. '. .: ; 

- -» Thirdly, to ſhewy Phy God continues bis. Name for Ever ; becauſe * 
that there 15 nonelike tum, nor none to be compared to hign ; he is 
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indeed the chiefaft of tex thiaſand: there is no King like Him, nor 
Pvtencate like Him,: a man may bein their favours to day, and, at a 
little diſpleafing of them, be turned our to morrow; but its not ſo 
with our God, whoſe Name' is, 7 A 2, its not a ſmall matter 
that moves Him to take hold of Judgement : He is ſaid tobe flow 
fo anger,. though its* true, a ſmall matter (moves Him to Mercy) 
and whers His People do fin againſt him, yer he is loath to uſe 
rod, if Mercy may prevaile, yea He wa:rs to'be grations; there is no 
Fathers, nor Husbands like ro our God, for they are momentary 
and periſh, - but our God: exderes; and his ' Name to all Generations. 
This being ſeriouſly confidered, is it not Teaſonable to leave and for- 
ſake all to cleave to this God : What have we to do, to own or 
ſtand by any earthly Monarch, but onely that Monarch KING 
JESUS, Whoin Scripture is declared to be, The onely Potemtate, 
and all near and dear Relations are to be forſaken, when they come 
in competition With our God, | FT 
But Fourthly, Becauſe of the near Relation betwggn God and his 
People, . He therefore-continues his Name to them ; God ig rela- 
ted to his People, not onely-as a Father, and they hu Childyew, but 
He as their Bridegroom and Huſband, and they Hw Wife and\ Spouſe; 
and ſo from that near Relation to'them, he reſerves entire. 40n 
For them. | [A 
But Fifthly, hy God continues his Name for Ever to his People ; 
Becauſe of the great need and eos: His People ſtand in of him : 
whilſt His People are here,they are ſubje& to wants and neceſſities, 
both to the outward and inward man, and therefore the Lord con- 
tinues his Name, | 
But Laſtly, Becauſe of the ſweer Promiſes of the Lord, t6 his 
People. Sec. the. 28, Matth. 18, 20, All Power in Heaven and 
Earth is mint,and lo I am with you to the end of the World, This A M 
hath promiſed to be with them to the end of the World, and therefore 
contiunes his Name to them for ever. | 


Now I ſhall come to the laſt thing T: , and that was, The 
what ſome fſes and Concluſions of this Tymth ; Which are ten. 

Firſt is, Gods Name, 1 A M. 1s He the fame to his People now 

'. that Ever He was, doth he not change? T ber let His People be exhort- 

'- _ edinthefear of the Lordto be alwayes the ſame tothe Lord, as they have 

2 profuſed and not change in thir love, aud ſervice to Him, Ol & 
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friends, this that I ſpeak 5 but yowr reaſonable ſervier; God isun-- 
changable to you, be you ſo to him, though not in the quantity of 
it, yet in the quality of it; the Lord 1s as Powerful for you now a8 
Ever, .Oh be.you fo to Ham, lay out all your ſtrength and might fſor- 
"him; the Lord 1s as Wiſe now to oxder things for your good as ever, 
be you therefore Wiſe for Him, let your care and prudence be to 
pleaſe Him, and your wiſdom to walk to, that he. may be honoured; 
the Lord is 48 Faithful for you now as ever, be you therefore Faiths: 
ful for. Hint, and. manifeſt-youx Faithfulneſs ; - - . 
T, -Ina due obſervance of all his known Commands. . 
2, Inacircumfpe& Walking before Him. _ "Rk 
3. In a faithful Teſtimony againſt the Abomination of the Day. 
4. Ina cloſe and full Following of the Lord, through all Trials 
and Sufferings. 15 X, 
Conſider that precious Scripture, Heb. 10..32. But call toremens- 
brance the former days, in which after je were illunninated, ye endured a 
eat fight of Aﬀf;chons ; How ſeaſonable mightthis word of Alarm 
be ziven tothe Churcheg of Chriſt in thefe Iiles? how are they dege- 
nexated ? how have they declined, and turned their backs upon the - 
oreat and holy Commands of God, that at the Command of a mor- 
tal man, omit, and lay afide the Worſhipand. Service of God ? It's 
my earneſt defire, that the Lord would rouſe and waken his poor 
ſhattered and decayed Churches, that they may remember fron. 
"whence they are falken and regent,” and remember their former days, the. 
days of Liberty and freedom, wherein they were very zealous af 
couragious for God, and made ſolemn Promiſes and Efgagements,. 
what they would do, and be' for God, in an evil day : Letall the 
Lords People ſerioufly conſider and examine. Oh be exhorted to-- | 
be ag zealous for God now as ever, be as faithful for Him now. as. 
ever, ſeeing Gods Name is the ſame now as Ever. HE gs 
A Second Concluſion of this paint is;Is Gods Name 7 4 M,the: 
fame to his People as ever > Then This Doitrine ſpeakes terror to. the 
wicked, Gods enennes ; and that upon two accounts. | 
x, This God is none of theirs, they have no Intereft- in His 
Name, and all that I have: ſpoken, they are-noe at.ali:;concermed-:in 
it; its:fxue Gods Nawe LIE, but 1ts onely w: his People; the 
dearly tieloved of his: Soul. _ . 2 ett bots 19 
2, This ſpeaks; terror to the wickedzin that, asGod ig notrheirs; 
ſabeis theircnewy, their foe, bis Pore, HaguYiſabon, bis Fajahs+ - 
» 34 ® "> : I . , ES + / 


bd 


” - .* ue 
* AR 4. » _ 


F - a4 Sutable Comforts for Suffering Saints; 
- fulneſs, His Juſtice, is all engaged againſt them 3 God is not be- 
come theirenemy upon the account of rhe firſt mans tranſgreſſions, 
for al{-that is pardoned, juſtified, and acquitted, and reconciled, 
God ſtands an enemy .to: men now, by reaſon of their aQtualfins, 
their rebellion againſt God, oppoſing his ways, hating his People. 

A Third Concluſion of this truthis ; Is Gods Name A M? Is 
He the ſame to kis People now as ever, and that for ever ? They let 
this teach us to live by faith, to look, now on inviſebles, to live no more b 
ſence, but to alt faith ina high meaſure; for Gods Name is I AM, 
Rom. 1. 28,: 2 | 

There are Three principal Things in living by Faith. 

I. You anſwer the work of the day; the very work of this day 
calls toudly to Saints-for a /ving by Faith; the very dealings and 
diſpenſations of God, intend no leſs then a /:wng by Faith : Did 
| everpoor Son ſee ſuch a day as this > They who are awakned, and 
. right ſenfible, know my-meaning ; It's not for you Chriſtians now 
to live by ſence, but to look up higher. AE: 

2, Yout living by Faith, makes you more fingular and peculiar.in 
your life than others; this will eminently diſtinguiſh the y ao. from 
the hypocrite, the precious from the wile : If the carnal and lukewarm 
profeflor live by tence,let not the Spiritual Chriſtian do ſo ; Oh'you 
muſt live more fingular than others, for to you this Name of God, 
1 AM, 1s for ever. 

3. Living by Faith frees you from fears; I never wonder that 
ah are ſo full of fears, they live ſo muchby-ſence, '2 Cor. 5.7. We 
walk by Faith and not by fight ; It's the living too much upon fight 
and ſence that produceth fears, but the living by Faith,doth prevent 
fears and doudts, See 2 Cor. 4. 16. The Apoſtle is declaring there, 
that notwithſtanding all their troubles and trials, yet they fainted 
not, they were not poſſeſſed with fears ; And what was the reaſon 
of it? pray ſee verſ. 18, While we look, not at the things which are 
ſeen,bat at the things which are not ſeen, for the things that are ſeen are 
_ tengporal, but the things which are not ſeen are eternal,' Hence ſee the 
reaſon and ground,why theſe pretious ſouls did not fear nor faint in 
their trials, they /ved by Faith and not byſence ; and this is a great 
cauſe:and groundof fears and doubts this day, in the hearts of many 
of the Lords People ; They look upon ſeen things, things that are; 
. they ſee and behold-great men are againſt them, theNobles,the Ge- 
' rals, the Mayors, the Amy is againft: them ; they look 1 

h, - i them- 


t 


which are not [e F - gd 
ſeen, were the great King of kings, the Lord of hoſt's, all the powerful - 

li and might 7. Angels, and the like ; And this was Eternal, God Eter- 

nal, His Name Eternal, his Power and Faithfulne(s Ecernal;c . 


for his'own Childten to add and helpto it? Jam: 2. 7. 0- 
| file calls it, A worthy Name, which men blaſpheme : Andbelieve it, 
| of all things, God tak CXs 
pects little elſe from his Enemies, but far better from his People : 
To receive a wound from a dear” friend, pletecs inward. _ And one 
thing you may obſerve. by the way; That G od deales. more ſpeedily and 
feverely with his People, for occafioning his Names blaſpheming, than 
wuh thewicked + Witneſs David and others. | "%. 


Name FO, Let thete be #'cloſe keeping of ivy. not one 
but hol A Ine e | 
W--: dation of this People was,iri that They held; 
: did not deny his Faith ; but their greater glory, and 


| In thatplace, rho# belde faſt my 
faſt ”o3 
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temporal and | pgs; ; Well, ſaith the Apoſtle, we look, at things 


en, and that looking was by Faith, and the things nee 


6f God, thould be inftrumenral to befp the blaſpheming of Gods 


- - - Ls 


Name; Oh that this precious Name ſhould be blemiſhed by any of 
His People ?" Rops,.2, 24.” Fir the Nate of Gol is blaſphemed ammng 
_ . the Gentiles, through you ; They were. the cauſe. How tender are 
- menof their cwn Name and Reputation 2 how much more.then 
ſhould they be of Gods? Oh me thinks how fad is it to conlider, 


hat the wicked daily reproach Gods ,Name, and villifie it. and yet 
The. Apo- 


es it moſt heinoufly from his People; He ex- 


A Fifth Concluſion of this Point ; Seeing Gods Name js 1A IL 


| 


the ſame to his Peoplefor Ever * Then Endeevonr to hold [ef.ch 
ly hold t, 


it faſt : See Reel "2.x 3. THE grear raile.and ommeny 
"j the Name of God, and 
 ENCEUENGY Was, 


4 


70 held faſt his Namie in bad limes, "atid bad plates. Thon weheſt, 
ſaith God 


, where Satan dwelleth, wh re Satans (eat-ix, and.thepe, yea - - 

Ne; And bees, has ballet » 
my Nawe in a very bad time,even inthoſe days wherein Antipes My 
hut Mer Jr was Nlain”* Tt was a great day of trial and trouble , . > 


a day of much Perſecution, yetin ſuch a day as this id theſe ſouls 


, eminently will reward His Peoples Fai 
"'Antipas being a great Pillar in the Churchzabounds in many vertues, 


. - 3- Heis wholly yours, you have. a whole G 
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hold faſt the Name of God. And concerning Amtipas, you have Two 


| things remarkable from the Lords mouth : 


Firſt, that of all his virtues and graces, which were many, God 


- commends and takes notice chiefly of his Faithfulneſs ; Antipas my 


Faithful ſervant : Oh God chiefly eyes, principally minds, and 
hfulneſs towards Him, 


his love to God,to his People,to the ſouls of men; his Faith, Meek- | 
neſs, Prayer and Sincerity ; Oh but Perſeverance crowns all; it's 
Faithfulneſs that Gods heart is much affe&ed with. 

Bur Secondly, The Lord calls Antipas hi faithful EMartyr, My 
Martyr;though it's poiſible he died as an Evil-doer, as an Heretick, 
and Blaſphemous Herefie ; It's no matter, how -men. put him to 
death, how men called him, God owns and calls him, | Hzs (Mar- 


| Tyr, This ſhould encourage Saints, not to mattex how 1gnomini- 


ouſly and ſhamefully they ſuffer, ſtigmatized With dreadful Names, 
wu Godſpeaks otherwiſe, His thoughts are not as mens thoughts. 
ou in Three Things the Lords People may be ſaid to hold faſt His 
I; By a holy and revercnd efteeni thereof, there ſhould bere- 


- yerence toit. 


_ 2. Bya heavenly and ſpecial walking ſutable to it, to the honour 
and praiſe thereof. 


© © 3+ By not counting any thing dear to it, - our own Names and 


Lives meet to be given up for it. 

A Sixth Concluſion of this Subje& is ; Is Gods Name, 1 A.M, 
to his People the ſame for Ever ? Oh then Praiſe and Prize this God, 
let your hearts be drawn forth in Praiſing of Him ; Here 1s matter an 
ground of Praiſe for His People to all generations, P/al. 68, 4. Sing 
wnto God, fing Praiſesto his Name, And Plal; 96, $. Givewnto the 


- Lordthe glory due to his Name : Praiſes ate due to the Name of God, 


. Oh therefore Praiſe this Name of God : -And that upon. a Foutrfol 
account. | Ss G ot ee oo eh 
; F . He is yours peculiarly, you have a peculiar IntereR and right | 
Sd eds tech was 2a let 

ng is yours Freely, the Intereſt you have in him, came freely 
to 1 i 


ou, though dearto Chriſt, Age Ban 
od,and a whole Gas 
dS. dds £ 
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nor a part: Every particular and individual Saint in the World can 
fay properly and truly, I have a God, I have a Father. 

4. Heis Eternally yours ; Oh this is the chiefeſt of all, and 
therefore Prize the Lord. 1D 


A Seventh Concluſion from this Truth, that ſeeing Gods Name 


is 1 AM, the ſame nov as ever ; Be perſmaded then to ſuffer and dye 
for His Name. I am verily perſwaded, that had we a right ſence and 
feeling of this Name of God td us, we ſhould be mightily drawn 
forth, with the Apoſtle Paul, not onely to ſuffer bonds; but to die for 
His Name ; And truly God is not wanting, but will do great.things 


for thoſe that Sufter for his Name : See Pſal. 119. 132. David- 


Beggs, T hat the Lord would do for him, as He uſed to do for thoſe that 


loved his Name ; Implying, the Loxd did wonderfully for them ; 


And what greater loye can be Tnanifeſted ts Gods Name, than ſuf- 
fering or dying for it ? x 
\'The Eight Concluſion from this Point, is God's Name 1 AM: 
1s he the ſame to his People now as ever ? Then let this ſerve to 
quiet, ſtill and ſatishie the Spirits of God's People in the midſt of 
Troubles, of the Lords Diſpenſation, and of the Worlds DeſtraRi- 
on : Oh this Precious Cordial, 7 AM! the ſame God, rightly 
believed andrightly applied, is able to make a Calm in the greateſt 
Storm, to afford Peace in the midſt of Trouble ; it's the true Balm 
for every diſquieted and deje&ed Mind, See that precious Text, 
Pſal.46. 10. ſpeaking before of great Troubles in the World, great 
Deſtra&tions, and ſtrange Diſpenſations, he comes in the 10. verf. 
and ſpeaks to the People of God : Be ftill, do not you be troubled, 
be not you caſt down nor diſquieted, but know that 1 am God : What 
God? a powerful God, a wiſe God, a faithful God, the God of 


Comforts; [AM THAT I AM, This is my Name for Ever, . 


and my Memorial unto all Generations, 


The Ninth Concluſion I draw from this Truth : That ſeeing: 


Gods Name'is / A, the ſame that ever He was ; Then let your 


- Wiſdom be improved,in turning bad'S:ghts — S1gns-: 


0 you ſee dark and diſmal Sights > Oh remember God's Name, 
and make good Signs of them : Do you ſee the Sun Rand fill > Re- 


member it was for the Deliverance of God's People by the hand 


of Foſhna ? Doth the Dyal of Ahaz go backward fifteen degrees ? 
Oh remember it was a Sign to adde fifteen Years tothe life of good 


Hexzekjah, Oh improve God's Diſpenſationg by ating Faith in the 


LEY 7 


, Ma. 
= 


23- 


- 
- 


Sutable Comforts for Suffering Saints. 
Remembrance of his Name ; - and all ſad Sights that may bs Þt@- | 


ſented to your view; -be as Tokens of futtre-good Signs. Luke #t, 
28, #hen theſe things come to paſſe,” ( the verſes vere ng ew 


what things they were) Well, what muſt we do-when they come © 
paſſe?” then do you look up, and lift up your heads ; for your Redemption 
"drawethnmigh. The worlt of Diſpenſations affords matter of-Gon- 
ſolation for Gods'People ; and the, Reafon 1yes here, their God is 
T AM. | ERS — 
The Fenth and Rt Conclufion of this Subjed;; I all the Sons 
and Daughters of $797 be intreated to let this Truth;briefly touched 
-upon, dwellin their ſouls, and fiik deep itt your hearts and minds, 
en yoir are compaſſed about with greater Troubles, withgreater 
Fears, With greater Tryals and Suffgrings than no you haye'- Oh 
Fix-your heart andeye npon this Trath-; know that the Lord if God, 
Mis Name is ] AM ; That i Hjz Name for Ever,' and Hui Me- 
"portal toll Generations. q harms Fes, 5 as 
To Conclude, Lay up in your heartsthefe:Scriptures, Prov. x8. 
10, Pſal.20. 7.. Pſal.-124.8, And the: Lord vive you undexſtand- 
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